
ALBERT RADKE By Pat Madson. 
 
BORN 1828   Zippnow, Krone, Prussia (now Poland) 
 
DIED  1899   Sydney (buried at Gore Hill) 
 
OCCUPATION  Cabinet maker & Carpenter/Tanner 
 
LANE COVE CONNECTION 
On 21 January 1860 Albert Radke together with his partner J.C. Ludowici purchased 
16 acres of land at the head of Burns Bay for ₤100, where they established a tannery. 
Their partnership was dissolved on 31 August of the same year. Albert bought the 
land containing the buildings, plant and equipment and carried on the business as 
Albert Radke, belt manufacturer. 
His descendent Ernie Radke was a long-time member of the Lane Cove Historical 
Society who assisted greatly in the furnishing of Carisbrook, especially the kitchen. 
 
NATURALISATION 
Albert was naturalised as a British subject 2 March 1860, having applied in 1859 in 
order to purchase the land. Only British subjects could own land. 
 
EARLY LIFE 
In 1852 Albert completed his training as a cabinet maker and carpenter, and he went 
to London to work 
 
BUSINESS CAREER 
By 1857 he was in Sydney, possibly having worked his passage. Having gained 
experience with Russell Bros Funcke & Co., Tanners, he established a business as a 
tanner and belt maker. He probably met J.C. Ludowici at Russell Bros. 
Following the dissolution of their partnership in 1860, Albert prospered in his own 
business and cottages were built for the employees 
In 1880 a larger and more modern factory was built on the southern side of the creek 
adjacent to the original buildings. This was at the same time as a steam ferry began 
between Fig Tree and the City. 
In 1897 A.G. Radke made a journey to Europe and America to purchase the most 
modern equipment. The business continued to expand. 
Following Albert’s death 4 of his sons set up a partnership to run the firm which 
became Albert Radke & Sons. 
In 1941 as the sons wished to retire, the business was closed and the land and 
buildings sold to J.C. Ludowici & Son Ltd. 
 
RELATIONSHIPS 
2 October 1860 Albert Radke married Anna Mary Borig. They had 8 children. 


