
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
LCHS IS IN FOR A WONDERFUL 2019 

 
The Society and Friends of Carisbrook are 
looking forward to a busy, but exciting, year.  
 
The much-discussed pergola over the paved 
area near the Brooks' gravestone at 
Carisbrook will be finished in a few weeks. 
With grant money from the NSW and Federal 
governments, the lighting around Carisbrook 
will be upgraded with LED path lights and 
spots for events and performances in the 
gardens. And, we haven't forgotten the 
stately trees, with plans for up lights to show 
off a few after dark. Work will begin in a few 
months. 
 
Plans are also afoot to begin on the re-
creation of Carisbrook's Scullery. Throughout 
the year, we have been lucky to acquire some 
very important accoutrements of the late 19th 
century. The Napoli family, who purchased 
'Wanganui' in Lucretia Avenue Longueville a 
few years ago and have been restoring the 
mansion to its former glory plus modern 
comforts, very kindly donated an 1890s 
porcelain rectangular sink. With a generous 
cash donation from Brian and Patricia 
Stevenson from Lane Cove Gardens, we 
found Lawsons auctioning the perfect period 
copper. No one can say the volunteers are not 
multi-taskers—in-between serving wine and 
cheese at one of our jazz afternoons some of 
us participated in a vicious online bidding 
war to win out and secure the precious item.  
 
Now, all we need are enamel basins, pot 
sticks (only those of a certain age will know 
what I'm talking about here), tin buckets, old 
wooden boxes of matches, etc. etc. A search 
of your garage for any of these items that you 
might like to donate would be appreciated. 
 
Progress is being made on the financing of a 
cover for the cistern in Carisbrook's 
courtyard. There is not a single person who 
views the present pool fence around it with 

enthusiasm. It is for safety reasons and so 
necessary until we secure a grant. 
 
The Lane Cove History Prize will again be 
open to anyone with some history research in 
the form of an essay, an oral history 
recording plus transcription, or a short digital 
documentary. The prize is still $2,000, so 
hopefully we will encourage research into the 
history of Lane Cove and its environs. The 
LCHS Journal will be printed soon with some 
of last year's entries. 
 
February 17 is the Twilight Jazz, wine and 
cheese evening. All booked out! And 
everyone looking forward to it. 
 
Carisbrook will participate in the National 
Trust Australian Heritage Festival from April 
18 until May 19. On the last day, Sunday, 
May 19, we will be holding a special 
Champagne High Tea with all the 
indulgences, plus live music and a new 
exhibition Bringing the Past to Life in the 
shelves of the Museum Room of Carisbrook. 
It's the perfect afternoon. Bookings open on 
April 8 at: 

www.trybooking.com/465776 
 
Finally, the line-up of speakers at our 
monthly meetings at the Lane Cove Library 
this year is varied and very, very interesting. 
We have given the meeting a new name—it is 
now called  
 
 

'At the Podium' 
Topical, informative & entertaining! 

#historyisfun 
 
 
Here is the line-up on the following pages: 
 

 
Lane Cove Historical Society Inc. 

NOTICEBOARD 
 
 

FEBRUARY 2019 
 



 2 

 
MONTHLY SPEAKERS AT THE PODIUM 

 

 
 

 
THIS MONTH, NORA HINCHEN will 
fascinate you with her views on the talent, 
taste and outrageous behavior of Britain's 
artistic crème de la crème, the infamous 
Bloomsbury Group. From 46 Gordon Square, 
Bloomsbury to the Charlston Farmhouse in 
Lewes, East Sussex, the many love triangles 

and multiple mixed gender relationships, 
give insight into the cultural mores and 
artistic expectations at the turn of the 
twentieth century. 
 
 

 
 

MARCH 26: DR PAUL ASHTON 
The Accidental City—Planning in Sydney 

 
Professor Ashton is an accomplished author 
and historical researcher. He co-established 
the Australian Centre for Public History at 
UTS and at Macquarie University and the 
University of Canberra. He also co-edits the 
journal Public History Review. You will 

remember him from our 2018 Award Night 
for the LHS Lane Cove History Prize where 
he presented the cheque to our winner. It will 
be an interesting evening tracing the history 
of Sydney's planning from 1788. 

 
APRIL 23: PAUL STORM 

Rachael Henning and her letters 
 

Paul Storm is President of the Willoughby 
District Historical Society and is also an 
artisan glass etcher who replicates damaged 

Victorian or Edwardian glass in Sydney's 
historic homes. His interest in the Victorian 
and Edwardian eras extends to a wealth of 
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Australian historical research to his credit. 
This April he will present his research into 
the letters of Rachael Henning. Rachael spent 
some of her life at Passy in Hunters Hill and 
is buried in the Field of Mars cemetery. Her 
collected letters have become a masterpiece 

as they sketch Australia's colonial culture and 
social landscape from the second half of the 
19th to the early part of the 20th centuries. 
Her acute observations of people were as 
unforgiving as they are now compelling. 

 
MAY 28: NORMA TRACEY 

Presenting Social Innovation: Gunawirra 
 

Norma Tracey is a Psychoanalytic psycho-
therapist and 'Founder Emeritus' of 
'Gunawirra'. She will present the rationale for 
this historic not-for-profit public benevolent 
institution, which is made up of professionals 
and specialists working side by side for the 

well-being of Aboriginal couples and their 
children from pre-birth to five years old. 
Norma's unique approach at Gunawirra is 
the design of innovative and trans-
formational programs at the interface of 
health, pre-school education and trauma.

 
JUNE 25: DENIS SMITH 

Something about Sunderlands 
 

Denis will present a movie presentation and 
history about something related to aviation—

most likely the RAAF and the Sunderland 
aircraft. We will keep you posted. 

 
JULY 23: Richard 'Dick' Whitaker 

Cruising about Town—the history of the motor car in Sydney 
 

Retired Sky News Weather Chief Meteor-
ologist, Dick Whitaker's other interests and 
publications are in mathematics, the military, 
the motorcar and climate, as well as social, 
change.  
 
In July's At the Podium, Dick Whitaker takes 
us through Sydney streets from 1900 through 
to the iconic T-Model Ford and the 

emergence of the middle-class motorist. 
Within thirty years the horse disappeared 
from Sydney streets to be replaced by petrol 
belching motorcars—the change to life was as 
great as the Internet revolution one hundred 
years later. Dick presents a fascinating look at 
early photographs of Sydney's first traffic 
congestion. 

 
 

AUGUST 27: FRANK WALKER 
The Scandalous Freddie McEvoy 

 
The renowned and respected journalist and 
best-selling non-fiction writer, Frank Walker, 
presents his account of the notorious Freddie 
McEvoy. Freddie McEvoy—the Australian 
gent who put the meaning into 1940s 'British  
Suave’—socialite, sportsman, heiress hunter, 
scoundrel, and suspected spy, Freddie cut the 

rug through Britain and the U.S. with his 
close friend, Errol Flynn. It seems the stuff of 
legend, but Frank Walker reports the facts, as 
startling as they are. 
 

 
SEPTEMBER 24: DR STEPHEN GAPPS 

The Sydney Wars 
 

Stephen Gapps is curator at the Australian 
National Maritime Museum. He is also an 
historian and his recent, provocative, book, 
The Sydney Wars, deals with the period 1788 
until 1817. His work is the first detailed 

research "to see Aboriginal tactics as military 
tactics at all." Stephen grasps the military 
context of how British & Aboriginal forces 
developed their tactics & how the violence 
played out.  

 
OCTOBER 22: LCHS Lane Cove History Prize Awards Night 

 
Who will win our $2,000 cheque? The best 
thing about this meeting is the happiness 
radiated from the winner!  It is good to be 
recognised for good research into our local 
history. Our thanks again to the generous 

support given by Hyecorp Property Group 
who will provide the prize money for 
another year. 
 



 4 

LCHS launched its new web site: 
www.lanecovehistoricalsociety.com.au 

 
THERE'S SOMETHING ABOUT KAREN AUBREY—I think that it's 'there's no stopping her!' 
 
Karen, who looks after our social media and the carisbrook house web site, has launched our 
new LCHS web site. This is a separate entity to the www.carisbrookhouse.com site that covers 
promotion of Carisbrook and the events that are held there.  
 
On that site, the http://carisbrookhouse.com/society/ section covers things relating to the 
Society, but we felt that we should have a separate site devoted to things relating specifically to 
the Society and to local historical research in general. Eventually, we would like to publish our 
fifty-odd-years of research carried out by a long line of members since the Society's inception.  
 
Karen has a few words: 
 

"I bit the bullet tonight [email: 26 January 2019] and decided to make the new site live. As I have 
never built a website before I expect a few glitches, so don’t hold back!! My intention is that it will 
be the beginning of something much greater, so think of it as a building block on which we can all 
add to or take away from."  

 
We on the LCHS Committee are very pleased and think it looks great. And, we are very open to 
any suggestions to what sort of information you might like to see incorporated into our new 
web site. Please email Karen at carisbrookhouse@hotmail.com. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

LCHS LANE COVE HISTORY PRIZE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lane Cove Historical Society Inc. 
LANE COVE HISTORY PRIZE 

Supported by Hyecorp Property Group 
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$2,000 PRIZE 
Submissions open at the end of this month 

Closing date: Saturday August 31 2019  
 
This year again Hyecorp Property Group has been generous in supporting this worthwhile 
initiative to increase the knowledge of our local community. Please let your friends know of this 
competition. 
 
THE AIM OF THE LANE COVE HISTORY PRIZE IS TO ENCOURAGE ORIGINAL 
RESEARCH INTO THE HISTORY OF LANE COVE AND ITS ENVIRONS, EXTENDING 
KNOWLEDGE OF THE AREA AND ITS PEOPLE. IT IS INTENDED THAT THE RESEARCH 
WILL CONTRIBUTE TO AN ENRICHED UNDERSTANDING OF LANE COVE, BOTH PAST 
AND PRESENT. 
 

The results of the research will be published in the LCHS Journal and lodged with the Lane 
Cove Library Local Studies Unit for the wider information of the public and preserved for the 
use of future researchers. 

 

Original research may well involve documenting knowledge about some person, event or 
phenomenon not hitherto documented.  Equally, such research may take some known person, 
event or phenomenon and offer some fresh perspectives or insights, achieving a new 
understanding and interpretation. Any research offered for the Lane Cove History Prize must 
also be original in the sense that it has not been offered elsewhere, either in another prize or, for 
example, in completion of some degree program of study. 

 

Entrants may submit either an essay (5,000 to 7,000 words); or an oral history of 30-45 minutes 
duration produced digitally with a full written transcription;  or a history DVD documentary of 
7 to 10 minutes.  

Further details are available from: 

https://www.lanecovehistoricalsociety.com.au/lane-cove-history-prize/ 
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Enquiries may be directed to Frances Christie fchr3976@bigpond.net.au
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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